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REPRODUCTION - MANAGEMENT 
Back-fat scanning in pigs. 

Why back-fat scan? 

• Reduce the feed consumption. 

• Avoid variation in body condition. 

• Optimize reproduction and milk production. 

• Optimize life productivity of the sows. 

• “decrease the human factor”, because now we have a number together with our eyes. 

 

 

As you can see, the loss of back-fat inside the faring stable have huge importance on the latter 

reproduction. 

 

How to back-fat scan. 

Back-fat scanning is done at the P2 point. This point is B on the 

picture. P2 is the layer, where the animals can “pick up” energy. 

Find the last rib on the animal and go up to the midline of the bag. 

Then 7 cm from the midline is the point where to measure the back-

fat. 

Put the probe on the point with plenty of vegetable oil. Don’t press to 

hard.  

What kind of scanner you use is not important, but it is an advantage 

that the same person that do this job, so we minimize “human factor” 

Please also enter result in to your report system, so we afterword 

can analyze and see where the level of back-fat goes. 
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What to do if back-fat are not correct. 

There are two possibilities: 

1. Increase/ decrease the feed consumption. 

2. Change the formula of the feed together with your nutritionist 

What are the right back-fat level for different animals and for different places in the cycle? 

My advice for gilts is to measure them around 100 kg and then again 2-3 weeks before serving. 

100 kg.   12- 15 mm 

2- 3 weeks before service 14- 17 mm 

 

My advice for sows is to measure them 4 times in their cycle. 3 times can also be choosing. 

Before faring  14- 18 mm. 

Around weaning  13- 17 mm.   

4 weeks after service  14- 18 mm. 

Middle of pregnant period 14- 18 mm. This can be avoided. 

Important: 

• Maximum loses of back-fat inside lactation period is 3 mm. Especially for young sows, 

because it affects the reproduction (see the table). 

• 4 weeks after service, all sows should have optimum back-fat. 

• There are no places in the cycle, where it doesn’t cost productivity, if we must decrease 

back-fat, so don’t make the animals to heavy. 
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